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6. The Archa. The work of Vyuhas goes on behind
the veil of things and can be seen only by dark faith;

the work of Avataras is rarely seen on the stage of
earth; and yet God wills to be seen and known by
men. Therefore in His infinite kindness He deigns to
assume a lowly form for his delight, that through this
form man may be drawn to Him. He descends and
takes up His abode in divine images made, carved and
painted by man himself. Srinivasachari tells us that
" the Lord may, when He pleases, assume a bodily
shape formed of maya in order to gratify thereby Hi&
devout worshippers. The contemplation of God in the
form of the sacred s'aligram is not therefore contrary
to reason". For in very truth indeed God " is the image
and not in the image ", which is indeed " a miracle of
mercy" from His hands (op. cit. pp. 161-2). In this
Archa-form, God invisibly dwells in a consecrated and
regularly worshipped image, and from time to time may
make His presence there known and seen by His
devotees.

There is a certain parallel in this doctrine to the
Catholic dogma of Transubstantiation, whereby the
L'ord Himself in very true physical form is there behind,
within, the particles of consecrated Bread and Wine. To
adore the Sacred Species, the (Image ', is not idolatry as
the unthinking assume; it is to adore the Lord Himself
in real presence there. In the consecrated Image is the
JLord ; it is no longer merely stone or metal, for within
each atom of the physical substance is His very Body,
to be seen only through the eyes of love and faith.